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From: User 1
To:  Quiside Party 1
Time: 1/1/12 5:37 am

From: User 1
To:  QOutside Party 2
Time: 1/1/12 9:30 am

From: User 1
To:  Quiside Party 1
Time: 17112 6:58 pm

Good morning, how are| | Do you own stock XYZ? | | Good evening, how are
you? you?

FIG. 2A FIG. 2B FIG. 2C
From: Qutside Party 2 From: User 1 From: User 1
To: User1 To:  Outside Party 1 To:  Qutside Party 2
Time: 17112 9:46am| |Time: 1/3/12 10:45am| |Time: 1/1/12 9:33am
Yes, | have 1,000 Lunch today? Sell all 1,000 shares
shares of stock XYZ. immediately.

FIG. 2D FIG. 2E FIG. 2F
From: Qutside Party 1 From: Qutside Party 1 From: Qutside Party 2
To:  Usert To: User1 To:  User?
Time: 1/1/12 11:45pm| | Time: 1/3/12  11.00 Time: 1/1/12 10:07 am
Very well, thank you. Sure, see you at Shares sold.

11:30.

FIG. 2G FIG. 2H FiG. 21
From: Qutside Party 1 From: User 1
To: User! To:  Qutside Party 1
Time: 1/2/12 12:37 pm| |Time: 1/2/12 1:00 pm
Have any good stock Stock XYZis a
picks? great buy.

FIG. 2J FIG. 2K
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Date: 1/1/12
Partigs: Qutside Party 1, User 1

User 1 (5:37 am): Good morming,
how are you?

User 1 (6:58 pm): Good evening,
how are you?

OP 1 (11:45 pm): Very well,
thank you.

Date: 1/1/12
Parties: Qutside Party 2, User 1

User 1 (9:30 am): Do you own
stock XYZ?

OP 2 (9:46 am): Yes, | have
1,000 shares of stock XYZ,

User 1 (9:53 am): Sell all 1,000
shares immediately.

OP 2 (10:07 am): Shares sold.

FIG. 3A

FIG. 3B

Date: 1/2/12
Parties: Qutside Party 1, User 1

OP 1 (12:37 pm): Have any good
stock picks?

User 1 (1:00 pm): Stock XYZ
s a great buy.

Date: 1/3/12
Parties: Outside Party 1, User 1

User 1 (10:45 am): Lunch today?

OP 1 (11:00 am): Sure, see you
at 11:30.

FIG. 3C

FIG. 3D

US 9,442,925 B2
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1
REGULATED TEXTING SOLUTION FOR
MOBILE DEVICES

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates generally to information analysis,
information organization, and, more particularly, to a regu-
lated texting solution for mobile devices.

BACKGROUND

Government regulators or other authorities may require an
entity to preserve all communications sent or received by its
employees in certain circumstances. For certain kinds of
communications, the task of capturing and preserving this
data is trivial. However, with the advent of new informal
methods of communication like SMS text messaging and
social media messaging, the task becomes much more
difficult. When employees utilize these alternative methods
of communication, their communications may not be pre-
served, causing the entity to risk non-compliance with
government regulations.

SUMMARY

According to embodiments of the present disclosure,
disadvantages and problems associated with previous sys-
tems may be reduced or eliminated.

According to one embodiment, a system for consolidating
a plurality of data messages includes a memory and a
processor communicatively coupled to the memory. The
memory stores a plurality of data messages. Each of the data
messages has a user field, an outside party field, and a
timestamp field. The first data message’s fields are arranged
as follows: the user field is associated with a first user, the
outside party field is associated with a first outside party, and
the timestamp field is associated with a first timestamp. The
second data message’s fields are arranged as follows: the
user field is associated with a second user, the outside party
field is associated with a second outside party, and the
timestamp field is associated with a second timestamp. The
third data message’s fields are arranged as follows: the user
field is associated with a first user, the outside party field is
associated with a first outside party, and the timestamp field
is associated with a third timestamp. The processor groups
the first data message and the third data message based at
least in part upon the user field, outside party field, and
timestamp field of each message. The processor then com-
bines the first data message and the third data message into
a consolidated data message.

According to another embodiment, a method for consoli-
dating a plurality of data messages includes storing a plu-
rality of data messages. Each of the data messages has a user
field, an outside party field, and a timestamp field. The first
data message’s fields are arranged as follows: the user field
is associated with a first user, the outside party field is
associated with a first outside party, and the timestamp field
is associated with a first timestamp. The second data mes-
sage’s fields are arranged as follows: the user field is
associated with a second user, the outside party field is
associated with a second outside party, and the timestamp
field is associated with a second timestamp. The third data
message’s fields are arranged as follows: the user field is
associated with a first user, the outside party field is asso-
ciated with a first outside party, and the timestamp field is
associated with a third timestamp. The first and third data
messages are then grouped based at least in part upon the
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user field, outside party field, and timestamp field of each
message. The first and third data messages are then com-
bined into a consolidated data message.

According to another embodiment, a system for consoli-
dating data messages includes an application and a server.
The application is stored in a memory and, when executed
by a processor, detects if a data message is sent or received
by a device, creates a copy of the data message, and
transmits the copy of the data message to a server. Each data
message has a user field, an outside party field, and a
timestamp field. The server has a server memory commu-
nicatively coupled to a server processor. The server proces-
sor receives copies of a plurality of data messages and stores
them in the server memory. The server processor also groups
a plurality of messages from the copies of data messages
based at least in part upon the user field, the outside party
field, and the timestamp field of each of the copies of data
messages. The processor then combines the plurality of
messages into a consolidated data message.

Certain embodiments of the disclosure may provide one
or more technical advantages. For example, consolidated
data messages may be arranged such that the context of a
conversation between two parties is more easily ascertain-
able. As another example, all data messages sent or received
by a mobile device are guaranteed to be archived for
compliance purposes.

In certain embodiments, the consolidated message may
consume less space in memory than the individual data
messages would if not consolidated, thereby reducing the
memory required by the system to store data messages.

In other embodiments, the server aggregates data mes-
sages before transmitting them, thereby conserving they
system’s bandwidth and computation resources over a sys-
tem that transmits data messages without aggregation.

In yet another embodiment, aggregating data messages
before consolidating them may allow the system to conserve
processing power by allowing the system to process a batch
of data messages all at once instead of processing each data
message as it arrives.

In yet another embodiment, the server sends a confirma-
tion of receipt of a data message to a device, allowing the
device to delete local copies of data messages. This may
conserve memory resources on the device over systems that
lack confirmation of receipt of a data message.

Certain embodiments of the disclosure may include none,
some, or all of the above technical advantages. One or more
other technical advantages may be readily apparent to one
skilled in the art from the figures, descriptions, and claims
included herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure, reference is now made to the following description,
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a system for consolidating data mes-
sages;

FIGS. 2a-2fk illustrate an example set of data messages
that the system of FIG. 1 may consolidate;

FIGS. 3a-3d illustrate an example set of consolidated data
messages that may result after the system of FIG. 1 con-
solidates the example set of data messages illustrated in
FIGS. 2a-2k; and
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FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method for consoli-
dating data messages.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure and its advantages
are best understood by referring to FIGS. 1 through 4 of the
drawings, like numerals being used for like and correspond-
ing parts of the various drawings.

This disclosure describes a system for consolidating data
messages. In certain embodiments, an application running
on a device monitors that device’s activities and detects
when the device sends or receives a data message. Some-
times, these data messages may be SMS, MMS, HTML, or
some other format of text message. When the application
detects the transmission or receipt of a data message, it
makes a copy of the data message and stores it in local
memory. Next, the application attempts to make a connec-
tion to an internal server. If the application fails to connect
to the internal server, the application waits and tries to
connect again later. When the application successfully con-
nects to the internal server, the application transmits the
local copy of the data message to the internal server, which
forwards any received transmissions to an aggregation
server.

At the aggregation server, numerous data messages may
be received from a variety of different sources. After aggre-
gating these data messages, the aggregation server transmits
them to another server—the consolidation server. The con-
solidation server groups some of the data messages for
consolidation according to a set of criteria. For instance, the
criteria could instruct the consolidation server to group all
data messages that share the same parties as either the sender
or receiver of the message. In other words, the consolidation
server would group those messages that were sent back and
forth between the same two parties. Additionally, the criteria
could instruct the consolidation server to group data mes-
sages that were sent within a particular time frame. For
instance, the criteria could instruct the consolidation server
to group only those data messages which were sent during
a particular twenty-four-hour day. One or more such rules
may be specified by the criteria.

After grouping the data messages that meet the criteria,
the consolidation server may then combine the grouped data
messages into a consolidated message. In some instances,
the consolidation server may arrange the messages in
chronological order before appending them together. In
other instances, the consolidation server may combine the
messages such that the consolidated message reads like a
conversation between the two parties. By doing so, the
consolidation server allows a user who reads the consoli-
dated message to better understand the context of each data
message. This consolidation process may significantly sim-
plify the compliance checking process for data messages
sent or received by devices.

FIG. 1 illustrates a system 1 for consolidating data mes-
sages in certain embodiments. System 1 may include a
device 10 connected to an external server 30 and an internal
server 40 through a network 20. Device 10 may be capable
of sending data messages 18 through network 20 to external
server 30 and internal server 40. Device 10 may also be
capable of receiving data messages 18 from network 20 sent
by external server 30 and internal server 40. Internal server
40 is communicatively coupled to an aggregation server 50
and may transmit data messages 18 to aggregation server 50.
Aggregation server 50 may store a plurality of data mes-
sages 18 and transmit the plurality of data messages 18, at
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specified times, to a consolidation server 60. Consolidation
server 60 may group certain of the plurality of data messages
18 according the data messages’ 18 characteristics that
satisfy certain consolidation server criteria 66. These data
messages 18 may be grouped and combined into a consoli-
dated data message 68. Consolidation server 60 may then
transmit the consolidated data message 68 to an archive
server 70. Archive server 70 may store at least one consoli-
dated data message 68 and allow a user to search or sort the
at least one consolidated data message 68.

Device 10 may include a device processor 12, a device
memory 14, and a device application 16. Device processor
12 may be communicatively coupled to device memory 14.
Device application 16 may be stored within device memory
14 or in some other part or component of device 10. Device
10 may store one or more data messages 18 in device
memory 14. In some embodiments, device processor 12 may
create additional copies of data message 18. The original
data message 18 as well as any copies of data message 18
may be stored within device memory 14. Device application
16 may, when executed by device processor 12, monitor
activity on the device 10, detect when a data message 18 is
sent or received by device 10, and instruct device processor
12 to make a copy of data message 18 and store that copy
of data message 18 in device memory 14. By detecting when
a data message 18 is sent or received by device 10 and
making a copy of the data message 18, system 1 may aid in
the retention of data messages 18 for compliance purposes
without interfering with the normal operation of device 10.

Device 10 can be any device capable of sending or
receiving a data message 18. Device 10 may be a personal
computer, a workstation, a laptop, a wireless or cellular
telephone, an electronic notebook, a personal digital assis-
tant, a tablet, or any other device (wireless, wireline, or
otherwise) capable of receiving, processing, storing, and/or
communicating information with other components of the
system. Device 10 may also include a user interface, such as
a display, a touchscreen, a microphone, keypad, or other
appropriate terminal equipment usable by a user. Although
FIG. 1 illustrates the system as including only one device 10,
the system may include any suitable number of devices 10.

Device processor 12 may include any hardware and/or
software that operates to control and process information.
Device processor 12 may be a programmable logic device,
a microcontroller, a microprocessor, any suitable processing
device, or any suitable combination of the preceding.

Device memory 14 may store, either permanently or
temporarily, data, operational software, or other information
for device processor 12. Device memory 14 may include any
one or a combination of volatile or non-volatile local or
remote devices suitable for storing information. For
example, device memory 14 may include random access
memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM), magnetic stor-
age devices, optical storage devices, or any other suitable
information storage device or a combination of these
devices.

Device application 16 may refer to any software applica-
tion running on any computing device that is capable of
detecting the transmission or receipt of a data message 18.
Device application 16 may be encoded in one or more
tangible, non-transitory media and may perform operations
when executed by a computer. Device application 16 may
include a computer program, software, computer executable
instructions, and/or instructions capable of being executed
by device processor 12.

Data message 18 may include any electronic transmission
that carries data, such as a simple mail transfer protocol
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(SMTP) message, a short message service (SMS) message,
a network packet, a computer file, an email, an HTML
request, an XML request, a JSON request, or a combination
of these or other suitable transmissions. The data contained
in data message 18 may include the phone number of the
sender, the email address of the sender if known, the phone
number of the recipient, the email address of the recipient if
known, the time and date that the data message 18 was
transmitted, the body of the message, or any other suitable
data. Device 10, in some embodiments, is communicatively
coupled to an external server 30 through a network 20. In
certain embodiments, device processor 12 may be operable
to create a communication 25 containing a data message 18
and transmit it to external server 30 through network 20.
Alternatively, device processor 12 may be operable to
receive a communication 25 containing a data message 18
sent by external server 30 through network 20. External
server 30, upon receiving data message 18 from device 10
may send data message 18 to its intended recipient. For
instance, the user of device 10 may want to transmit an SMS
message to an outside party. Device processor 12 may be
operable to create a communication 25 containing the SMS
message and transmit it to external server 30 through
network 20. External server 30 would then send the SMS
message to the outside party through any appropriate com-
munication channel. Alternatively, external server 30, upon
receiving data message 18 from an outside party may send
data message 18 to device 10 through network 20. External
server 30 may include any server capable of sending or
receiving data messages. In certain embodiments, external
server 30 is an SMS gateway provided by a wireless service
provider.

This disclosure contemplates any suitable network 20
operable to facilitate communication between the compo-
nents of the system. Network 20 may include any intercon-
necting system capable of transmitting audio, video, signals,
data, messages, or any combination of the preceding. Net-
work 20 may include all or a portion of a public switched
telephone network (PSTN), a public or private data network,
a local area network (LAN), a metropolitan area network
(MAN), a wide area network (WAN), a local, regional, or
global communication or computer network, such as the
Internet, a wireline or wireless network, an enterprise
intranet, or any other suitable communication link, including
combinations thereof, operable to facilitate communication
between the components. Network 20 may additionally
include any combination of gateways, routers, hubs,
switches, access points, base stations, wireless telephone
systems and any other hardware, software or a combination
thereof.

Device 10 may also be communicatively coupled to an
internal server 40 through network 20. In certain embodi-
ments, device processor 12 may be operable to create a
communication 25 containing a data message 18 and trans-
mit it to internal server 40 through network 20. In some
embodiments, device processor 12 may transmit the copy of
data message 18 stored in device memory 14. Transmission
of this data message 18 may occur when device application
16 creates a successful connection to internal server 40 in
some embodiments. If the device application 16 fails to
connect to the internal server 40, the device application 16
may wait and try to connect again later. When the device
application 16 successfully connects to the internal server
40, the device application 16 may transmit the copy of the
data message 18 or any other data message 18 to the internal
server 40.
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Alternatively, device processor 12 may be operable to
receive a communication 25 containing a data message 18 or
any other message sent through network 20 by internal
server 40 in certain embodiments. For instance, internal
server 40 may create a confirmation message 48 and trans-
mit it to device 10. This confirmation message 48 could
inform device 10 that device’s 10 transmission of data
message 18 to internal server 40 was successful. Upon
receiving this confirmation message 48, device 10 may
delete the copy of data message 18 from device memory 14.
This process of sending and receiving the confirmation
message 48 may allow the device 10 to delete local copies
of data messages 18, thus conserving memory resources on
device 10 over systems that lack confirmation messages 48.
After receiving data message 18, internal server 40 may
create a communication 25 containing data message 18 and
transmit it to aggregation server 50.

Aggregation server 50 includes an aggregation server
processor 52 and aggregation server memory 54. Aggrega-
tion server processor 52 may be communicatively coupled
with aggregation server memory 54. Aggregation server
memory 54 is capable of storing at least one data message
18. In certain embodiments, aggregation server memory 54
may store a plurality of data messages 18; the plurality of
data messages 18 is illustrated as data messages 184-18i in
FIG. 1.

Aggregation server processor 52 may include any hard-
ware and/or software that operates to control and process
information. Aggregation server processor 52 may be a
programmable logic device, a microcontroller, a micropro-
cessor, any suitable processing device, or any suitable com-
bination of the preceding.

Aggregation server memory 54 may store, either perma-
nently or temporarily, data, operational software, or other
information for aggregation server processor 52. Aggrega-
tion server memory 54 may include any one or a combina-
tion of volatile or non-volatile local or remote devices
suitable for storing information. For example, aggregation
server memory 54 may include random access memory
(RAM), read only memory (ROM), magnetic storage
devices, optical storage devices, or any other suitable infor-
mation storage device or a combination of these devices.

Aggregation server 50 may be communicatively coupled
to a consolidation server 60 through network 20 or through
any other appropriate connection. Aggregation server pro-
cessor 52 may be operable to create a communication 25
containing data messages 18a-18;/ and then transmit the
communication 25 to a consolidation server 60.

Consolidation server 60 includes a consolidation server
processor 62 and a consolidation server memory 64. Con-
solidation server processor 62 may be communicatively
coupled to consolidation server memory 64.

Consolidation server processor 62 may include any hard-
ware and/or software that operates to control and process
information. Consolidation server processor 62 may be a
programmable logic device, a microcontroller, a micropro-
cessor, any suitable processing device, or any suitable com-
bination of the preceding.

Consolidation server memory 64 may store, either per-
manently or temporarily, data, operational software, or other
information for consolidation server processor 62. Consoli-
dation server memory 64 may include any one or a combi-
nation of volatile or non-volatile local or remote devices
suitable for storing information. For example, consolidation
server memory 64 may include random access memory
(RAM), read only memory (ROM), magnetic storage
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devices, optical storage devices, or any other suitable infor-
mation storage device or a combination of these devices.

Additionally, consolidation server 60 may include con-
solidation server criteria 66, which may be stored in con-
solidation server memory 64; the consolidation server cri-
teria 66 instructs consolidation server processor 62 on how
data messages 18a-18i should be consolidated into at least
one consolidated message 68. Consolidation server proces-
sor 62 may then combine data messages 18a-18i into at least
one consolidated message 68. Consolidation server 60 may
be communicatively coupled to an archive server 70 through
network 20 or any other appropriate connection. After
creating at least one consolidated message 68, consolidation
server processor 62 may create a communication 25 con-
taining the at least one consolidated message 68 and transmit
it to archive server 70.

In some embodiments, consolidated message 68 contains
data from one or more data messages 184-18i. The data
contained within consolidated message 68 is determined
based upon the consolidation server criteria 66. The con-
solidated message 68 may contain certain headers. These
headers may include the sender’s phone number, the send-
er’s email address, the receiver’s phone number, the receiv-
er’s email address, the type of message, and/or the time and
date that the message was transmitted. Consolidated mes-
sage 68 may be sent in SMTP email format or in any other
appropriate format.

Archive server 70 includes archive server processor 72
and archive server memory 74. Archive server processor 72
may be communicatively coupled with archive server
memory 74. Archive server 70 may, in some embodiments,
display one or more of consolidated messages 68 to a user
for monitoring, management, or any other appropriate pur-
pose.

Archive server processor 72 may include any hardware
and/or software that operates to control and process infor-
mation. Archive server processor 72 may be a program-
mable logic device, a microcontroller, a microprocessor, any
suitable processing device, or any suitable combination of
the preceding.

Archive server memory 74 may store, either permanently
or temporarily, data, operational software, or other informa-
tion for archive server processor 72. Archive server memory
74 may include any one or a combination of volatile or
non-volatile local or remote devices suitable for storing
information. For example, archive server memory 74 may
include random access memory (RAM), read only memory
(ROM), magnetic storage devices, optical storage devices,
or any other suitable information storage device or a com-
bination of these devices.

In operation, device application 18 running on device 10
monitors device’s 10 activities and detects when the device
10 sends or receives a data message 18. Sometimes, these
data messages 18 may be SMS, MMS, HTML, or some
other format of text message. When the device application
18 detects the transmission or receipt of a data message 18,
it makes a copy of the data message 18 and stores it in device
memory 14. Next, the application attempts to make a
connection to internal server 40. If the device application 16
fails to connect to the internal server 40, the device appli-
cation 16 waits and tries to connect again later. When the
device application 16 successfully connects to the internal
server 40, the device application 16 transmits the local copy
of the data message 18 to the internal server 40, which
forwards any received transmissions to the aggregation
server 50.
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At the aggregation server 50, numerous data messages 18
may be received from a variety of different sources, such as
a plurality of devices 10. After aggregating these data
messages 18, the aggregation server 50 transmits them to
another server—the consolidation server 60. By transmitting
data messages 18 after aggregation instead of individually,
the aggregation server 50 may reduce the amount of band-
width and computational resources consumed by system 1 in
some embodiments.

The consolidation server 60 groups some of the data
messages 18 for consolidation according to a set of consoli-
dation server criteria 66. For instance, the consolidation
server criteria 66 could instruct the consolidation server 60
to group all data messages 18 that share the same parties as
either the sender or receiver of the message. In other words,
the consolidation server 60 would group those data mes-
sages 18 that were sent back and forth between the same two
parties. Additionally, the consolidation server criteria 66
could instruct the consolidation server to group data mes-
sages 18 that were sent within a particular time frame. For
instance, the consolidation server criteria 66 could instruct
the consolidation server 60 to group only those data mes-
sages 18 which were sent during a particular twenty-four-
hour day. One or more such rules may be specified by the
consolidation server criteria 66.

After grouping the data messages 18 that satisfy the
consolidation server criteria 66, the consolidation server 66
may then combine the grouped data messages 18 into a
consolidated message 68. In some instances, the consolida-
tion server 60 may arrange the data messages 18 in chrono-
logical order before appending them together. In other
instances, the consolidation server 60 may combine the data
messages 18 such that the consolidated message 68 reads
like a conversation between the two parties. In some
embodiments, consolidated message 68 may consume less
memory than would be consumed by the data messages 18
that consolidated message 68 contains. Thus, in certain
embodiments, the consolidation process utilized by system
1 may reduce the amount of memory space required to store
data messages 18. In certain other embodiments, aggregat-
ing data messages 18 before consolidating them may allow
the system 1 to conserve processing power by allowing the
system to process a batch of data messages 18 all at once
instead of processing each data message 18 as it arrives.

In certain embodiments, device processor 12 executes
device application 16. Device application 16 monitors activ-
ity on device 10 and detects when a communication 25
containing a data message 18 is sent or received by device
10. When this occurs, device application 16 directs device
processor 12 to make a copy of data message 18 and store
that copy of data message 18 in device memory 14. Device
application 16 then attempts to connect to internal server 40.
If a connection cannot be made, the application waits and
tries again later. If device application 16 successfully con-
nects to internal server 40, device application 16 directs
device processor 12 to create a communication 25 contain-
ing the copy of data message 18 and transmit it to internal
server 40 through network 20. The connection between
device 10 and internal server 40 in some embodiments may
be a proprietary connection made over a separate commu-
nication channel from those normally used by device 10.
Device 10 may use XML, web services, HTML, or any other
proper technique to create the connection between device 10
and internal server 40.

In some embodiments, device application 16 monitors
device 10 and detects when a confirmation message 48 is
received by device 10. The confirmation message 48 informs
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device application 16 that the transmission of communica-
tion 25 containing the copy of data message 18 to internal
server 40 was successful. Device application 16 may then
instruct device processor 12 to delete the copy of data
message 18 from device memory 14. This process of send-
ing and receiving the confirmation message 48 may allow
the device 10 to delete local copies of data messages 18, thus
conserving memory resources on device 10 over systems
that lack confirmation messages 48.

In certain embodiments, device application 16 is able to
map data stored in data message 18 to other data stored
within device memory 14. For example, data message 18
may contain data about the sender of the message. In certain
embodiments, this data may be in the form of a phone
number. Device memory 14 may store information that
maps phone numbers to email addresses. Device application
16 may instruct device processor 12 to search for a phone
number contained in a data message 18 and retrieve the
associated email address from device memory 14. Device
application 16 may then store data message 18 with the
phone number data or email address data or both. For
example, device processor 12 could determine that the
sender of data message 18 has phone number of 555-555-
5555. Device memory 14 contains an entry that associates
phone number 555-555-5555 with email address
userl @userl.com. Device processor 12 could then store
data message 18 and include this extra data. In certain
embodiments, the same process may be repeated for the
sender’s phone number, the receiver’s phone number, or any
other data within data message 18.

Device application 16 may detect when device 10 or
device processor 12 is preparing to transmit a data message
18 to external server 30 through network 20. In some
embodiments, device application 16 may append additional
data into data message 18 before its transmission. For
instance, many regulatory agencies require that employees
engaged in certain activities write disclaimers in their com-
munications with clients. Device application 16 could help
employees remain compliant by injecting a disclaimer into
each data message 18 sent to a client. In certain embodi-
ments, this could be accomplished by injecting a small
uniform resource locator (URL) at the end of each data
message 18 before transmission to a client. This small URL
would point to a page that contained a full disclaimer or
other information as required by federal law, state law, or
other laws or regulations.

After receiving communication 25 containing data mes-
sage 18, internal server 40 may create a communication 25
containing data message 18 and transmit it to aggregation
server 50. In some embodiments, internal server 40 may
forward the communication 25 sent by device 10 to aggre-
gation server 50. In other embodiments, internal server 40
and aggregation server 50 may be collocated or part of the
same machine or server.

Aggregation server processor 52, upon receipt of data
message 18 stores data message 18 in aggregation server
memory 54. Aggregation server memory 54 may already
contain multiple data messages 18 from device 10 or from
other devices or other sources. As illustrated in FIG. 1,
aggregation server memory 54 contains data messages 18a-
18i. Aggregation server 50 holds these messages for a
specified time, which may be configurable according to
business rules or set manually by a user. After the specified
time has elapsed, aggregation server processor 52 creates a
communication 25 containing data messages 184-18/ and
transmits communication 25 to consolidation server 60.
Aggregation server processor 52 may instruct aggregation
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server memory 54 to delete data messages 18a-18/ from
aggregation server memory 54 after the successful transmis-
sion of communication 25. However, in other embodiments,
data messages 184-18/ may be preserved in aggregation
server memory 54 for redundancy, debugging, or other
suitable purposes. In some embodiments, aggregation server
processor 52 may determine a time zone associated with
each of the data messages 18a-18i. Aggregation server
processor 52 may then convert the timestamps associated
with each of the data messages 18a-18i to a uniform time
zone. Alternatively, this process may be carried out by the
consolidation server processor 62 or any other suitable
component of the system described by this disclosure.

Consolidation server processor 62 receives communica-
tion 25 containing data messages 184-18i and stores data
messages 184-18i in consolidation server memory 64. Con-
solidation server processor 62 may then group data mes-
sages 18a-18/ in accordance with consolidation server cri-
teria 66. For instance, consolidation server criteria 66 may
instruct consolidation server processor 62 to group together
all data messages which were sent between a certain user
and a certain outside party within a certain 24 hour period.
Upon grouping the messages as instructed by consolidation
server criteria 66, consolidation server processor 62 then
combines the grouped data messages 18 into a consolidated
message 68. An example of the grouping and combining
process will be shown in FIGS. 2a through 2k along with
FIGS. 3a through 3d. In some embodiments, consolidation
server processor 62 may retain characters from data mes-
sages 18a-18i in their original form. In other embodiments,
consolidation server processor 62 may perform character
encoding on the contents of data messages 18a-18i. The
grouping and consolidating process may occur daily in some
embodiments. However, any frequency of the grouping and
consolidating process is envisioned by this disclosure.

Consolidation server processor 62 may inject certain
headers into consolidated message 68. For instance, the
headers may include the sender’s phone number or email
address, the receiver’s phone number or email address, the
type of message involved, or the time or date that the
message was sent or received. By consolidating grouped
data messages 184-18i into at least one consolidated mes-
sage 68, consolidation server processor 62 allows a user or
supervisor who reads the at least one consolidated message
68 to gain the context of the conversation between sender
and receiver and better understand their communications.
Consolidation server processor 62 may create a communi-
cation 25 containing at least one consolidated message 68
and transmit it in SMTP format or any other suitable format
to archive server 70. Consolidation server processor 62 may
insert special headers into communication 25 or into con-
solidated message 68 to inform archive server 70 of the
contents of the communication.

When archive server processor 72 receives a consolidated
message 68, it stores it in archive server memory 74. Archive
server memory 74 may store one or more consolidated
messages 68. Archive server processor 72, in certain
embodiments, may display the consolidated messages 68 to
a user or supervisor. Indeed, in other embodiments, archive
server processor 72 may allow a supervisor or other user to
sort the consolidated messages 68 according to headers or to
search the contents or headers of at least one consolidated
message 68.

FIGS. 2a through 2% illustrate an example set of data
messages 18 that may be sent or received by device 10 and
later stored in aggregation server memory 54 or in consoli-
dation server memory 64. Each data message 18 in FIGS.
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2a-2k contains certain information regarding the recipient,
the sender, and date and time the message was transmitted.
Each data message 18 also contains a message body. In FIG.
2a, the sender is User 1, the recipient is Outside Party 1, the
date was Jan. 1, 2012. In FIG. 25, the sender was User 1, the
recipient was Outside Party 2 and the date was Jan. 1, 2012.
In FIG. 2¢, the sender was User 1, the recipient was Outside
Party 1, and the date was Jan. 1, 2012. In FIG. 2d, the sender
was Outside Party 2, the recipient was User 1, and the date
was Jan. 1, 2012. In FIG. 2e, the sender was User 1, the
recipient was Outside Party 1, and the date was Jan. 3, 2012.
In FIG. 2f, the sender was User 1, the recipient was Outside
Party 2, and the date was Jan. 1, 2012. In FIG. 2g, the sender
was Outside Party 1, the recipient was User 1, and the date
was Jan. 1, 2012. In FIG. 2/, the sender was Outside Party
1, the recipient was User 1, and the date was Jan. 3, 2012.
In FIG. 2i, the sender was Outside Party 2, the recipient was
User 1, and the date was Jan. 1, 2012. In FIG. 2j, the sender
was Outside Party 1, the recipient was User 1, and the date
was Jan. 2, 2012. In FIG. 2k, the sender was User 1, the
recipient was Outside Party 1, and the date was Jan. 2, 2012.

As illustrated in FIGS. 2a-2k, it is difficult to understand
the context of the conversation between User 1 and Outside
Party 1, especially as separated from the conversation
between User 1 and Outside Party 2. Further, it is difficult to
determine in which order the communications were sent and
received, which communications are part of a string of
conversation between each party, and what constitutes the
context of each conversation. It is even more difficult in
real-world situations in which the numbers of users and
outside parties may reach greater numbers than can be
illustrated here.

FIGS. 3a-3d illustrate the consolidated messages 68 that
may be created from the data messages 18 illustrated in
FIGS. 2a-2k if certain consolidation server criteria 66 is
utilized. In this example, the consolidation server criteria 66
instructs the consolidation server processor 62 to group
those data messages 18 illustrated in FIGS. 2a-2k that share
a common sender and receiver and have been sent or
received within a single twenty-four-hour period ending at
midnight. For instance, in FIG. 3a, the consolidated server
processor 62 has grouped those data messages 18 sent and
received by User 1 and Outside Party 1 during the twenty-
four-hour period corresponding to Jan. 1, 2012. The con-
solidation server processor 62 inserts the date, the parties to
the conversation, the time of each communication, and the
message body into consolidated message 68 as illustrated in
FIG. 3a. Specifically, the consolidation server processor 62
chooses the first data message 18 between Outside Party 1
and User 1 that was sent on Jan. 1, 2012, in this case, the data
message 18 illustrated in FIG. 2a. The consolidation server
processor 62 inserts an identifier associated with the sender
(e.g., a phone number, email address, name, etc.) the time
the message was transmitted, and the message body. The
consolidation server processor 62 then finds the next mes-
sage in chronological order that was sent between Outside
Party 1 and User 1 on Jan. 1, 2012, in this case, the data
message 18 illustrated in FIG. 2¢. The consolidation server
processor 62 then inserts an identifier associated with that
sender (e.g., a phone number, email address, name, etc.) the
time that message was transmitted, and the message body.
Finally, the consolidation server processor 62 finds the final
data message 18 that was sent between Outside Party 1 and
User 1 on Jan. 1, 2012, in this case, the data message
illustrated in FIG. 2g. The consolidation server processor 62
inserts an identifier associated with the sender (e.g., a phone
number, email address, name, etc.) the time the message was
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transmitted, and the message body. Thus, the consolidated
message 68 illustrated in FIG. 3a contains data from the data
messages 18 illustrated in FIG. 24, FIG. 2¢, and FIG. 2g.

Similarly, FIG. 35 illustrates a series of related commu-
nications between Outside Party 2 and User 1 on Jan. 1,
2012. Again, the consolidation server criteria 66 instructs the
consolidation server processor 62 to group those data mes-
sages 18 illustrated in FIGS. 2a-2k that share a common
sender and receiver and have been sent or received within a
single twenty-four-hour period ending at midnight. In the
same way, the consolidation server processor 62 groups the
appropriate data messages 18 as directed by consolidation
server criteria 66. The data messages from FIGS. 2a¢-2k that
are grouped for FIG. 3b are FIG. 24, FIG. 2d, FIG. 2f, and
FIG. 2i.

FIG. 3¢, on the other hand, groups those messages that
were sent between Outside Party 1 and User 1 on Jan. 2,
2012. Again, the consolidation server criteria 66 instructs the
consolidation server processor 62 to group those data mes-
sages 18 illustrated in FIGS. 2a-2k that share a common
sender and receiver and have been sent or received within a
single twenty-four-hour period ending at midnight. The
messages from FIGS. 2a-2 that are grouped for FIG. 3¢ are
FIGS. 2 and 2k

Finally, FIG. 3d illustrates a series of related communi-
cations between Outside Party 1 and User 1 on Jan. 3, 2012.
Again, the consolidation server criteria 66 instructs the
consolidation server processor 62 to group those data mes-
sages 18 illustrated in FIGS. 2a-2k that share a common
sender and receiver and have been sent or received within a
single twenty-four-hour period ending at midnight. The
consolidation server processor 62 groups the appropriate
data messages as directed by consolidation server criteria 66.
The data messages from FIGS. 2a-2k that are grouped for
FIG. 3d are FIGS. 2¢ and 24.

As illustrated by FIGS. 3a-3d, the grouping and consoli-
dating process substantially improves the readability of the
conversations between User 1 and Outside Party 1 and User
1 and Outside Party 2. The context of each conversation can
be easily seen, allowing for much more efficient monitoring
and compliance checking. Certain embodiments may reduce
the expenditure of time and resources in communications
monitoring or other areas. The consolidation server criteria
used in FIGS. 24-2k and FIGS. 3a-3d are for illustrative
purposes and are not the only consolidation server criteria
considered in accordance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example method of creating a con-
solidated data message 68. At step 402, consolidation server
60 receives a plurality of data messages 18. The consolida-
tion server processor 62 may then store the plurality of data
messages 18 in consolidation server memory 64. Alterna-
tively, the plurality of data messages 18 may remain in
aggregation server memory 54 and may be requested by
consolidation server processor 62 when needed for the
consolidation process.

At step 404, the consolidation server processor 62 deter-
mines the consolidation server criteria 66. In this example
embodiment, the consolidation server criteria 66 instructs
consolidation server processor 62 to group data messages 18
from the plurality of data messages 18 that share a common
sender and receiver and have been sent or received within a
single twenty-four-hour period ending at midnight. The
consolidation server processor 62 then receives a first data
message 18 from the plurality of data messages 18.

At step 406, consolidation server processor 62 determines
the fields from the first data message 18 as instructed by
consolidation server criteria 66. In this example embodi-
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ment, consolidation server criteria 66 instructs that the
determined fields for consolidation are the sender field, the
receiver field, and the timestamp field. The timestamp field
may contain information such as the time, date, time zone
where the message was transmitted, or any other suitable
data. The consolidation server processor 62 thus determines
the data associated with the sender field, the receiver field,
and the timestamp field from the first data message 18.

At step 408, consolidation server processor 62 receives
another data message 18 from the remaining plurality of data
messages 18. This second data message 18 may be received
as instructed by consolidation server criteria 66.

At step 410, the consolidation server processor 62 deter-
mines the same fields from this second data message 18 as
it did for the first data message 18 (i.e., the sender field, the
receiver field, and the timestamp field).

At step 412, the consolidation server processor 62 com-
pares the sender and receiver fields in the first data message
18 and in the second data message 18. The consolidation
server processor 62 determines if the sender field of the first
data message 18 is the same as either the sender or receiver
field of the second data message 18 in accordance with
consolidation server criteria 66. If so, consolidation server
processor 62 then determines if the receiver field of the first
data message 18 is the same as the remaining sender or
receiver field of the second data message 18 in accordance
with consolidation server criteria 66. In other words, if the
sender field of the first data message 18 is the same as the
sender field of the second data message 18 and the receiver
field of the first data message 18 is the same as the receiver
field of the second data message 18, then the consolidation
server criteria 66 is satisfied, and the process continues.
Similarly, if the sender field of the first data message 18 is
the same as the receiver field of the second data message 18
and the receiver field of the first data message 18 is the same
as the sender field of the second data message 18, then the
consolidation server criteria 66 is satisfied, and the process
continues. Otherwise, if the consolidation server criteria 66
is not satisfied, then the process goes back to step 408.
There, another data message 18 is received as the second
data message 18 from the remaining plurality of data mes-
sages 18 in accordance with consolidation server criteria 66.
Although not illustrated in FIG. 4, if there are no more data
messages 18 that need to be compared, the process ends.

At step 414, the consolidation server processor 62 com-
pares the timestamp field of the first data message 18 with
the timestamp field of the second data message 18. If the
times contained in each field satisfy the consolidation server
criteria 66, then the process continues. In this example, if the
timestamp from the first data message 18 is within the same
twenty-four-hour period as the timestamp from the second
data message 18, then the consolidation server criteria 66 is
satisfied, and the process continues. The time period in
consolidation server criteria 66 may be specified such that
data messages 18 satisfy the consolidation server criteria 66
only if their timestamps fall within the time period on the
same calendar date. If the timestamp check fails, the process
returns to step 408 to receive another second data message
18 from the plurality of remaining data messages 18. Again,
although not illustrated in FIG. 4, if there are no more data
messages 18 that need to be compared, the process ends.

At step 416, consolidation server processor 62 consoli-
dates the first data message 18 with the second data message
18 into a consolidated data message 68. In some embodi-
ments, the messages may be consolidated according to the
format illustrated in FIGS. 3a-3d. Any other suitable format
is also envisioned by this disclosure. The consolidated server
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processor 62 may additionally inject certain headers into the
consolidated data message; these headers may contain data
associated with the sender field, receiver field, timestamp
field, or data body of the first or second data message 18.
These headers may be used for sorting and searching pur-
poses.

At step 418, the consolidation server processor 62 desig-
nates the consolidated data message 68 as the first data
message 18. The consolidation server processor then deter-
mines whether more messages remain that could be com-
bined with the first data message 18 from the remaining
plurality of data messages 18. If so, the process returns to
step 408 to receive another second data message 18 for
consideration. Otherwise, the process ends.

Although the present invention has been described with
several embodiments, a myriad of changes, variations,
alterations, transformations, and modifications may be sug-
gested to one skilled in the art, and it is intended that the
present invention encompass such changes, variations,
alterations, transformations, and modifications as fall within
the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for consolidating a plurality of data messages,
comprising:

an interface operable to receive a plurality of data mes-
sages, each of the plurality of data messages compris-
ing a user field, an outside party field, and a timestamp
field, and the plurality of data messages comprising:

a first data message, the user field associated with a first
user, the outside party field associated with a first
outside party, and the timestamp field associated with a
first timestamp;

a second data message, the user field associated with a
second user, the outside party field associated with a
second outside party, and the timestamp field associ-
ated with a second timestamp; and

a third data message, the user field associated with the first
user, the outside party field associated with the first
outside party, and the timestamp field associated with a
third timestamp;

a memory operable to store the received plurality of data
messages; and

a processor communicatively coupled to the memory and
operable to:
determine a mobile device associated with at least one

from the plurality of received data messages; and
generate a confirmation message for the mobile device

instructing the mobile device to delete a copy of the

received data message from the mobile device;

the interface further operable to:
communicate the confirmation message to the mobile

device;
receive an identification of the first user, the first
outside party, and a time interval;
the processor further operable to:
group the first data message with the third data message
based at least in part upon the received identification
of the first user, the received identification of the first
outside party, the received identification of the time
interval, the user field, the outside party field, and if
the first timestamp and the third timestamp are
within the received time interval; and

combine the first data message and the third data
message into a consolidated data message, wherein
the first data message, the third data message, and the
consolidated message are in different messaging
formats.
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2. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is further
operable to transmit the consolidated data message to an
archive server.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the archive server is
operable to receive the consolidated data message and
display the consolidated data message to a user.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the time interval is a
twenty-four-hour period.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the consolidated data
message has at least one header that is searchable and
sortable, the header comprising at least one of the following:

the user field;

the outside party field; and

the timestamp field.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the timestamp field associated with the first data message
comprises a first date and a first time;

the timestamp field associated with the second data mes-
sage comprises a second date and a second time; and

the timestamp field associated with the third data message
comprises a third date and a third time.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the first data message further comprises a first body field;

the third data message further comprises a third body
field; and

the consolidated data message comprises:
the first timestamp;
the user field associated with the first data message;
the outside party field associated with the first data

message;
the first body field;
the third timestamp;
the user field associated with the third data message;
the outside party field associated with the third data
message; and
the third body field.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the consolidated data
message comprises information from the first data message
appended with information from the third data message.

9. A method for consolidating a plurality of data mes-
sages, comprising:

receiving a plurality of data messages, each of the plu-
rality of data messages comprising a user field, an
outside party field, and a timestamp field, and the
plurality of data messages comprising:

a first data message, the user field associated with a first
user, the outside party field associated with a first
outside party, and the timestamp field associated with a
first timestamp;

a second data message, the user field associated with a
second user, the outside party field associated with a
second outside party, and the timestamp field associ-
ated with a second timestamp; and

a third data message, the user field associated with the first
user, the outside party field associated with the first
outside party, and the timestamp field associated with a
third timestamp;

determining a mobile device associated with at least one
from the plurality of received data messages;

generating a confirmation message for the mobile device
instructing the mobile device to delete a copy of the
received data message from the mobile device;

communicating the confirmation message to the mobile
device;

receiving an identification of the first user, the first outside
party, and a time interval;
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grouping the first data message and the third data message
based at least in part upon the received identification of
the first user, the received identification of the first
outside party, the received identification of the time
interval, the user field, the outside party field, and if the
first timestamp and the third timestamp are within the
received time interval; and

combining the first data message and the third data

message into a consolidated data message, wherein the
first data message, the third data message, and the
consolidated message are in different messaging for-
mats.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

transmitting the consolidated data message to an archive

server.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the archive server is
operable to receive the consolidated data message and
display the consolidated data message to a user.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the time interval is a
twenty-four-hour period.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein the consolidated data
message has at least one header that is searchable and
sortable, the header comprising at least one of the following:

the user field;

the outside party field; and

the timestamp field.

14. The method of claim 9, wherein:

the timestamp field associated with the first data message

comprises a first date and a first time;

the timestamp field associated with the second data mes-

sage comprises a second date and a second time; and
the timestamp field associated with the third data message
comprises a third date and a third time.

15. The method of claim 9, wherein:

the first data message further comprises a first body field;

the third data message further comprises a third body

field; and

the consolidated data message comprises:

the first timestamp;

the user field associated with the first data message;

the outside party field associated with the first data
message;

the first body field;

the third timestamp;

the user field associated with the third data message;

the outside party field associated with the third data
message; and

the third body field.

16. The method of claim 9, wherein the consolidated data
message comprises information from the first data message
appended with information from the third data message.

17. A system for consolidating a plurality of data mes-
sages, comprising:

an application stored in a memory on a device such that

when executed by a hardware processor on the device

is operable to:

detect if a data message is sent or received by the
device;

create a copy of the data message, the copy of the data
message comprising a user field, an outside party
field, and a timestamp field; and

transmit the copy of the data message; and

a server, comprising a hardware server processor and a

hardware server memory, the hardware server proces-

sor operable to:

receive copies of a plurality of data messages;
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store the copies of the plurality of data messages in the
server memory

determine a mobile device associated with at least one
from the plurality of received data messages;

generate a confirmation message for the mobile device
instructing the mobile device to delete a copy of the
received data message from the mobile device;

communicate the confirmation message to the mobile
device:

receive an identification of the first user, the first
outside party, and a time interval;

group a plurality of messages from the copies of data
messages based at least in part upon the received
identification of the first user, the received identifi-
cation of the first outside party, the received identi-
fication of the time interval, the user field, the outside
party field, and if the first timestamp and the third
timestamp are within the received time interval; and

combine the plurality of messages into a consolidated
data message, wherein the first data message, the
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third data message, and the consolidated message are
in different messaging formats.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the server processor
is further operable to transmit the consolidated data message
to an archive server.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the archive server is
operable to receive the consolidated data message and
display the consolidated data message to a user.

20. The system of claim 17, wherein the consolidated data
message has at least one header that is searchable and
sortable, the header comprising at least one of the following:

the user field;

the outside party field; and

the timestamp field.

21. The system of claim 17, wherein the consolidated data
message comprises information from one of the plurality of
messages appended with information from each of the
remaining plurality of messages.
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